
Spanish-American War:

Yellow Journalism Activity
Near the end of  the 19th Century yellow journalism became a very common 
practice in the American press.   Ultimately, yellow journalism would be one of  
the quintessential reasons why the US got involved in what eventually became 
known as the Spanish-American War.

William Randolph Hearst & Joseph Pulitzer (two of  the leading 
newspaper publishers) really led the inflammatory rhetoric against the Spanish 
during this period.  Imagine you are a modern day Hearst or Pulitzer & write an 
article in the yellow journalist style about a modern day issue (of  your choice).  

Criteria:
✓ Title of  newspaper/magazine (doesn’t have to be real)
✓ Your Headline
✓ Picture or Political Cartoon (Hand drawn)
✓ Text of  your article

Possible Topics:
★ U.S.S. Maine Explodes
★ Roosevelt and Rough Riders defeat Spanish at San Juan Hill

Keep in mind, you’re trying to embellish and use yellow journalism to SELL 
YOUR PAPER!  Make the story factual but bend the truth, this is exactly what 
yellow journalism is all about! 

Name: ___________________________________________________________ Period: ______________

Learning Target: Identify 
events that escalated the 
conflict between the United 
States and Spain

Yellow Journalism – 
Reporting in newspapers and 
magazines that exaggerates 
the news in order to make it 
more exciting.




